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INTRODUCTION 

The Dyslexia Association of Ireland is pleased to have the opportunity to contribute to this consultation 
regarding the review of the Education For Persons With Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004. 

The UNCRPD recognises that dyslexic and dyscalculic individuals have the right to access (i) timely and 
accurate assessment that leads to self-awareness and identify, (ii) appropriate supports and 
accommodations matched to their needs, and (iii) the associated rights and legal protections that come 
with what are recognised disabilities. 

It is well recognised that early identification, diagnosis and targeted support is linked to positive 
outcomes for children and young people with dyslexia and dyscalculia.  And this is best achieved in 
education settings where dyslexia and dyscalculia are fully understood, and where teachers are all 
trained to the appropriate level of expertise.  This is best achieved in schools where there are evidence-
based approaches to literacy and numeracy, empathetic approaches to well-being, and innovative 
approaches to using IT to unlock the potential in dyslexic and dyscalculic students. 

INITIAL IDENTIFICATION AND FORMAL DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENT  

In order to enable early identification of dyslexia, standardised screening of phonics (decoding and 
encoding) skills should be carried out at Senior Infants stage for any child where concern is raised about 
their progress by either teachers or parents. The right to this screening should be protected in law. 

Where initial concerns have been confirmed, there should be a right to timely and free professional 
diagnostic assessment of dyslexia and dyscalculia within schools.  This could be provided by the 
National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) and/or by specially trained teachers under their 
supervision. The right to this professional diagnostic assessment should be protected in law.  

In order to deliver this we need urgent workforce planning that increases training places in colleges for 
educational psychologists.  This would allow NEPS to expand to meet the real level of need, and to 
either do dyslexia and dyscalculia assessments themselves, or to train and supervise SET teachers to an 
appropriately specialised level. 

TARGETED EVIDENCE-BASED SUPPORT 

The primary language curriculum must be aligned with the Science of Reading and follow a structured 
literacy approach, with explicit teaching of decoding and encoding in all languages. Teachers with 
specialised training should be delivering evidence-based literacy programmes with the appropriate 
level of intensity and scheduling to optimise impact.  

Such support should be provided in local schools in so far as possible, and ideally no child should have 
to leave their own school to have their needs met. However, where support needs are very high (i.e. 
severe dyslexia) and are not being met in local schools, there must be equitable geographic access to 
specialised separate provision (i.e. special classes). 

Schools should be required to have accessibility and inclusion policies which outline how they work to 
include learners with dyslexia, dyscalculia and other additional learning needs.  This should ensure that 
there is consistency of approach between classes and stages in terms of evidence-based programmes, 
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strategies and approaches being used across the whole school.  And there is also a need for increased 
continuity between the support being delivered via Special Education Teachers and that provided in 
classrooms and at home to drive consistency and effectiveness.  

The support being provided to a young person should be detailed in a School Support Plan or 
equivalent document, and the right to this plan, and its proper implementation and review with 
parents (and the young person), should be protected in law. 

APPROPRIATE ACCOMMODATIONS 

Students with dyslexia and dyscalculia should have access to appropriate accommodations so that they 
can work around their specific difficulties and achieve their potential in classroom learning situations 
and within tests and formal examinations.  

There should be an urgent alignment of policy to ensure that a student’s normal way of working is 
permitted in exam situations without additional specific eligibility criteria in place that might prevent 
them from accessing these supports. (e.g. a grant being provided for a student to purchase specific 
technology that they need every day in school (as per circular set by Department of Education), that 
they are then not permitted to use in exams (as per RACE guidelines set by the State Examinations 
Commission). The provision of extra time must also be provided for timed exams. This is a common 
reasonable accommodation internationally, and is available in FET and HEI examinations in Ireland.  

RESOURCING OUR SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE FOR OUR STUDENTS 

Initial teacher training needs to be enhanced to include a minimum number of mandatory teaching 
hours on how teachers should identify and support students with dyslexia and dyscalculia. Regular 
mandatory in-service CPD on the same must also be accessed by teachers throughout their career.  

Technology should be made available and used by any learner who has additional educational needs, 
not only those with the most severe needs, in everyday learning settings.  It is also essential that access 
to this same technology is guaranteed in assessment settings such as formal state exams. 

QUALITY ASSURANCE AND EVALUATION 

Schools should be required to seek specific feedback from the cohort of parents of children with 
dyslexia and dyscalculia, as part of their School Self-Evaluation and Improvement process.  The 
Inspectorate should be required to monitor the quality and effectiveness of school support provision 
for additional educational needs, and they should actively seek and publish the views of students and 
their families as part of school inspection reports.  There should also be access to an independent 
appeals process if parents are not happy about provision, planning or school placement (e.g. lack of 
special class places). 

FURTHER CONSULTATION 

We hope that the following observations and recommendations are helpful to the process of reviewing 
the current legislation.  In addition to this submission, Dyslexia Association of Ireland would like to be 
considered for inclusion in subsequent consultation events that the Department has indicated they will 
be undertaking with key stakeholders.  This is vital to ensure that the voices of the very significant 
cohort of students with dyslexia and dyscalculia are heard, and to ensure that their rights and needs 
are appropriately protected in legislation. 

Dyslexia Association of Ireland, March 2023 


